
 
 

 Jerry Prevo=s Red Herrings 
 Rev. Jerry Prevo=s May 15, 2009 letter to Anchorage community leaders 
 

On Tuesday, May 12, 2009, an ordinance was introduced in the Anchorage Municipal Assembly which would prohibit 
discrimination in employment, housing, financial practices, public accommodations, and education on the basis of Asexual 
orientation@ and Aveteran status@ — adding these two classes to those already included in Title 5, Anchorage=s equal rights 
code: race, color, sex, religion, national origin, marital status, age, and physical or mental disability. 

Predictably, Rev. Jerry Prevo of the Anchorage Baptist Temple, a prominent opponent of two similar measures 
including “sexual preference” or “sexual orientation” in 1975 and 1992-1993, immediately came forward to speak out 
against the proposed ordinance.  On Friday, May 15, 2009, he faxed a letter, addressed to community leaders, to an 
unknown number of people.  His letter is the main substance of what is contained in this PDF. 

Chief among the red herrings thrown up in the letter are Rev. Prevo=s statements regarding, as he phrases it, the Alegal 
term >sexual orientation=.@  For example, from page 5 of his 7-page letter (not including the fax cover page): 

"Sexual orientation" is a wildly expansive term that can encompass virtually any sexual temptation known to man. 
(See the definition in the proposed Anchorage Ordinance).  If "sexual orientation" is added to the Anchorage's 
nondiscrimination code, it will provide instant legal special rights to any kind of sexual behavior, no matter how 
perverse. 

Rev. Prevo goes on in a lengthy appendix to summarize a number of sexual practices described in the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 4th edition — also known as DSM-IV, the diagnostic Abible@ of the American 
Psychiatric Association —  strongly implying that somehow the ordinance, if passed, would provide Alegal special rights@ to 
practitioners of all the listed practices described in DSM-IV — including, for example, pedophilia (sex with children), 
necrophilia (sex with corpses), and zoophilia (sex with animals, also known as bestiality). 

Never mind that DMS-IV is a diagnostic manual, not a manual of legal terminology.  Never mind that many of the 
practices — and certainly pedophilia (sexual abuse of minors) and necrophilia — are prohibited by Alaska statute and 
federal law, which no municipal ordinance is going to trump.  (Zoophilia, not explicitly forbidden in Alaska law, does not 
appear to be covered by existing animal cruelty statutes.  House Bill 6, under consideration in the Alaska Legislature, would 
explicitly make sexual conduct with animals a Class A misdemeanor.  It’s already passed the Alaska House.)  There is also 
simple fact that Rev. Prevo=s red herring obscures common legal definitions of the term sexual orientation, and (in spite of 
his instruction to read it) specifically ignores the definition actually contained in the ordinance being considered by the 
Anchorage Assembly. 

Here, in fact, is the definition of sexual orientation found in the proposed ordinance: 

Sexual orientation means actual or perceived heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexuality or gender expression or 
identity. As used in this definition, Agender expression or identity@ means having or being perceived as having a self-
image, appearance, or behavior different from that traditionally associated with the sex assigned to that person at 
birth. 

(AO 2009-64, AAn ordinance of the Anchorage Municipal Assembly amending Anchorage Code Chapters 5.10 Equal Rights 
Commission and 5.20 Unlawful Discriminatory Practices,@ draft prepared for reading May 12, 2009, p. 2) 

 Keep this in mind as you read through his letter.  If Rev. Prevo is not telling the truth about the legal meaning of sexual 
orientation — what else is he not telling the truth about? 
 

Melissa S. Green 
May 22, 2009 

 
 Further info about Rev. Prevo=s red herrings can be found at my blog at Henkimaa.com. 

Further info about the Anchorage equal rights ordinance can be found at 
 Equality Works, Bent Alaska, and Henkimaa.com. 

http://www.henkimaa.com/2009/05/22/prevos-red-herrings/
http://www.henkimaa.com/2009/05/22/prevos-red-herrings/
http://www.henkimaa.com/
http://www.henkimaa.com/equality/
http://www.equalityworks.org/
http://www.bentalaska.com/
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