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Count me twice

Mel Green
Sticky Note
These items are included in the Office of the Governor's spreadsheet with the same amounts as on the Dept. of Law's breakdown.

Mel Green
Sticky Note
Unknown why only a portion of the DOLs costs here were included on the Office of the Governor's page -- perhaps because part of this case was not completed until after 3/24/09

Mel Green
Sticky Note
This item arguably does not belong as an "Ethics complaint" on the Office of the Governor's spreadsheet. To give “Advice to Gov Ofc: VP Campaign” makes sense: one could expect that Palin’s staff should of course be getting some legal advice about how to handle things once Palin became a VP candidate.  That is an ethical MATTER (& was identified as such by DOL), but it doesn’t actually have anything to do with ethics COMPLAINTS or public records requests — looks, in fact, more like general advice of the “don’t do this on state time because it has to do with the vice presidential campaign; but that other thing, yeah, you can do that because it’s legitimate state business” variety.  I.e., helping the governor’s staff maintain proper boundaries between Palin’s new double-role as both governor & political candidate.

Mel Green
Sticky Note
These items also appear as individual exactly on the Governor's spreadsheet as they appear in the Department of Law's itemization.  DOL doesn't classify them as ethics complaints, but the Office of the Governor does.

Mel Green
Sticky Note
The total of $41,574 for the Department of Law's support appears as the figure for the line item "Department of Law - Ethics" for the period "Additional through 6/23/2009" -- even though $26,849 of the costs making up that total HAVE ALREADY BEEN COUNTED for the total through 3/24/2009.

Mel Green
Sticky Note
More than half of the funds on the Dept. of Law's itemization are included on the Governor's spreadsheet as "ethics complaints" -- though, as noted in the blue sticky note about the "Governor's Office re Election" item, it should probably not be included here as all, since it's not an "Ethics complaint."  Nor do "Press Inquiries," "Procurement", or "Misc" appear on the DOL's spreadsheet under the heading "ethics complaints," so why are they listed as such here?

In any case, over half of the DOL's itemized costs are included here as part of the "Total thru 3/24/2009" -- even though the same costs are included again as part of the "Deptment [sic] of Law - Ethics" for the period from 3/24/09 thrug 6/23/2009.  In other words, this $26,849 has been counted TWICE as part of the "Total thru 6/23/2009" at the bottom of the Governor's page.


	Text2: Count me once, count me twice:

Just one example of how the Office of the Governor padded its spreadsheet to back up Gov. Palin's claim that ethics complaints, "opposition research" public document requests, and lawsuits directed at Palin have cost the State of Alaska nearly $2 million.  In this case, $26,849 worth of costs itemized by the Department of Law were added not once but twice in the Office of the Governor's total.  Four of the line items listed under "Ethics complaints" on the Office of the Governor's page (the one on the left) should arguably not be counted at all.

Click on the colored sticky notes to get more detailed explanations.

This is only one example of problems with the Office of the Governor's spreadsheet.  For information about other problems, see http://www.henkimaa.com/tag/palin-ethics-complaints/

This page is based upon spreadsheets prepared by the Office of the Governor, State of Alaska on or about July 7, 2009 in an attempt to prove Governor Palin's $2 million claim.  The document as originally prepared is can also be found via the posts at the above URL that include the word "spreadsheet" in their title.

Prepared by Melissa S. Green, Henkimaa.com on July 9, 2009.  Tip o' the nib to "Me" aka "Me, again" who first pointed out the double-entry problem in comments to the first "spreadsheet" post.


